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(Recent studies stress a need, when tracing name-histories, to allow for folk-
etymologizing of unfamiliar forms. ) 92  However that may have been, few forms 
here can in the event be singled out as incontrovertibly Flemish or Low German. 
Teasing resemblances, on the other hand, again appear. One probable case is that 
of Timberman,  the by-name of the thirteenth-century holder of the plot where the 
Steelyard now stands; for, whereas from Calais to Rostock this word (or its variant 
in Timmer-)  was throughout the Middle Ages the regular term and by-name for 
'carpenter', its English counterpart seems not to have become current until much 
later. The Newland Survey's Berdekyn looks like the Brabant Berdeken.  93  For the 
Gir(re) frequent in the Gaywood Roll, no compelling native etymology presents itself 
(depending upon pronunciation, the best candidate might be gire,  later jeer,  'item of 
ship's tackle'; but so far that seems unnoted until the fifteenth century); but it does 
resemble the by-name Gir, meaning either 'rapacity' or 'vulture', borne by a family 
prominent in thirteenth-century Cologne, and current also in Lilbeck and in Rostock 
(a similar form, Le Ghier,  appears also in leper). 94  Another possibly Low German 
form seems to be the Gaywood Roll's Scele, which might be compared with Sc(h)ele 
'squinting', a name current from Cologne to Rostock (alternatively, it might perhaps 
represent an aphetic derivative of Askell).  

So much for some apparently un-English forms. Even more perplexing are the 
apparently native ones which nevertheless find abundant Low German analogues. 
(With the 'meanings' of by-names so seldom verifiable, even for contemporaries, 
'parallelism' will here, just as with some examples already cited, be limited to form.) 
Whereas with French by-names, linguistic form establishes the direction (although 
not necessarily the mode) of borrowing, with the English/Low German ones nothing 
can be relied on: Germans frequented Lynn, Lynn men travelled overseas, so that, 
in theory at least, influence might have gone either way. Equally, similar forms 
might have been independently evolved in each community. Some of these ambiguous 
forms are nonetheless worth citing; the most telling parallels will be with Calais, for 
which the material available dates from the late thirteenth century, with Ghent, for 
which it antedates 1252, with Cologne, for which it dates from the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries, and with Hamburg and with Rostock, for both of which it dates 
from the thirteenth century or before. Such by-names - found in all the Lynn 
materials, the partly rural Gaywood Roll included - include: Blome,  paralleled in 
Kortrijk, leper, Ghent, Hamburg, Lilbeck and Rostock, and perhaps comparable 
with Cologne's Blume;  Brun, current at least from Kortrijk to Rostock; Crul, found 
also in Lilbeck; Dingel,  exactly paralleled in Brabant; 95  Flicke,  possibly an Anglo-
Scandinavian patronym but alternatively, and especially because here coupled with 
Hermannus,  to be linked with Flikken  from Cologne and Vlicke  from Lilbeck; Hengest,  
possibly an English nickname or even patronym (for an Engistus  is named in a late-
twelfth-century Norfolk record 96) but alternatively to be linked with the Flemish by-
name Hincst  and the Cologne Henxt;  Hot, paralleled in Calais and in Rostock; Kempe,  
universally common from Calais to Rostock; (de) Krane,  likewise paralleled from 
Calais to Rostock; Mast, similar to forms found in Calais, leper and Lilbeck; Pape,  
another form current from Calais to Rostock; Peper,  current in Kortrijk, Lilbeck and 
Rostock; Rust, found in Cologne and in Ltibeck; Schyllyng,  current in Cologne and in 
Rostock; perhaps the Pipe Roll's Tripel,  if allowed to be comparable with the Rostock 
form Tribel.  9 / It is constantly difficult to know how far the undeniable analogies 
have resulted from influence (whether in one direction or the other) and how far from 
common habits of mind. This is especially so with the compound forms, like the 
Trinity Roll's Bendedevel,  with its similarities to Ieper's Bauduinus die den dievel  
bant and Cologne's Bunzzeduvil, and also the Gaywood Roll's Swetmuth, 98  paralleled  

in sense although not in form by leper's Zoutemond.  These scrappy notes on 
possible Low German analogues (rather than sources) for some of Lynn's thirteenth-
century by-names cannot therefore pretend to disentangle direct influences from the 
pervasive legacy of common tradition; most emphatically, they by no means assert 
continental origins for every form discussed. What is argued is that in a busy, 
cosmopolitan port like Lynn not all apparently English-looking forms can safely be 
taken as purely native in inspiration. Some at least might have represented Low 
German names which, just because so easily adjusted to English usage, survived 
their bearers' settlement in England: a probability reinforced by the clearer findings 
about French forms. That being so, the pervasive affinities between Lynn's name-
patterns and those of places at least as far east as Rostock (for practical reasons the 
limit of the present survey; there is no saying whether or not an expert on Balto-
Slavonic dialects and names might find anything of interest here) suggest something 
about the social and cultural openness of this East-Coast port. In particular, they 
may explain the adoption at Lynn of the Middle Dutch loan lufcop  'toll', 99  and also 
perhaps the Low German loanwords found not only in Lynn's own fifteenth-century 
Promptorium Parvulorum  but also in the thirteenth-century Genesis and Exodus  
provisionally localized in Norfolk. 100  They chime in too with the traditions of 
intellectual and spiritual, as well as mercantile, commerce with Germany later to 
be implied throughout the early-fifteenth-century Book of Margery Kempe. 

This exercise in name-study, far from being carried out blind, has endeavoured 
constantly to take account of available findings in other spheres, those in commercial 
history especially. Some might therefore feel that using its results to throw light 
back on social history smacks of circularity. Apart, however, from certain Low 
German analogues no more than tentatively proposed, the linguistic findings prove 
strong enough to stand without external support. They testify that Lynn's trade was 
carried on in an atmosphere of cultural openness and receptivity, with marked lack 
of xenophobia. 

Perhaps, however, the sharpest lesson here concerns name-study itself and its 
methodology. Viewing the recorded forms, not in isolation, but in relation to the 
place that produced them and to its known circumstances and activities has enabled 
etymological questions to be put into a fresh, and truer, perspective. Names, and 
above all nicknames, ought never to be studied without reference to the social and 
economic life of the communities which use them. 

OLD CHES1E,RTON, CAMBRIDGE 

NOTES 

1. Because the British Academy volume will include a full Index nominum,  only 
summary references will be given here; the volume is now in proof. 

2. The Great Roll of the Pipe for 12 Henry II, A.D. 1165-1166,  Pipe Roll Society 
IX (1888), 21-9. Cf. Part I (NOMINA VI, 51-71), 55-6. 

3. Previously edited, not entirely accurately but with some suggested identifications 
and datings, by R. Howlett in Walter Rye's rare Norfolk Antiquarian Miscellany, 
2nd ser., part III (Norwich, 1908), 45-79. See also C. Clark and D. Owen, 
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See Bougard and Gysseling, Artois, 173. 

This suggestion supersedes that in 'Lexicographical notes', 61. 
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A suggestion now preferred to that in 'Lexicographical notes', 65. 
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