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Three  Cornish Place-Names  

1.  Two  Cornish place-names  in  the  Isles  of Scilly  
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The significance of these forms is that they constitute evidence of 
palatalisation in an item, in this case an onomastic item, which does 
not otherwise display it. The situation is too complex for this alone to 
throw any real light on the problem (the identification of the 
conditioning factors). However, taken together the forms Bejusto, 
Hanjague and Melledgan oblige us to consider the possibility that 
palatalised forms may have existed unrecorded at a certain level for 
every item where only forms with a sibilant are now known to have 
existed in Middle or Late Cornish, or survive in place-names. Viewed 
in conjunction with janjeak and melwidgeon this may provisionally be 
identified as the level of minor place-names and vernacular speech, that 
is to say the last stronghold of spoken Cornish. 

Sources 

Collins: Captain Greenvile Collins, The Islands of Scilly (chart, 1693). 
Gascoyne: Joel Gascoyne, A Map of the County of Cornwall (1699). 
Gostelo: Edmund Gostelo, A Map of the Islands of SCILLY . . . (n.d.; Thomas 

says 1708, Drowned Landscape, pp. 212 and 219). 
Greig & Alexander: James Greig and Daniel Alexander, MS map of the Isles 

of Scilly, 1808: Naval Historical Library, Ministry of Defence, Vf.2/35. 
Heath: Robert Heath, A History of the Islands of Scilly . . . (London, 1750); 

contains a map surveyed in 1744. 
International Genealogical Index (Salt Lake City, continuing). 
Martyn: Thomas Martyn, A New and Accurate Map of the County of Cornwall 

(1748). 
Murray's Handbook for Devon and Cornwall, 4th edition (1859). 
Robyn: Jan Robyn, The New Enlarged Lightning Sea Colon (1689). 
Tovey: Abraham Tovey, A True Description of the Setting of the Tides, as also 

the Time of High Water in and about the Islands of Scilly (n.d.); attached to 
copy of Collins 1693 in Ministry of Defence Naval Historical Library, 
Ve.44. 

Tovey & Ginver: A. Tovey and N. Ginver, A New Chart of the Islands of Scilly 
(London, 1794). 

Old Cornish forms cited are from Vocabularium Cornicum, Old Cornish 
Glossary, BL MS Cotton Vespasian A.xiv; see the edition by E. van T. 
Graves, The Old Cornish Vocabulary (Ann Arbor, 1962). 
Early forms of Cornish place-names are taken, except where otherwise stated, 
mainly from J. E. B. Gover, 'The Place-Names of Cornwall', typescript, 1948 
(copy at Royal Institution of Cornwall, Truro). 

The Nature of Irish Pub-Names 

Breandan S. Mac Aodha 
Department of Geography 
University College, Galway 

Despite the fact that a very large proportion of Irish people do not 
drink alcoholic liquor,' pubs form a prominent element in the Irish 
cultural landscape, both North and South. In many Irish villages, pubs 
outnumber shops. Since much of their business is transacted in the 
evenings, their position in the streetscape is emphasised by lighting. 
Furthermore, unlike many churches, pubs proclaim their presence 
through large name-signs, so that their visual impact tends to be 
disproportionately strong. As a result, the role of the pub and of the 
pub-name in moulding the cultural landscape in built-up areas in 
Ireland is very marked. 

Pub-names in large urban areas tend to differ somewhat in 
character from those in villages and small towns, principally because 
the matrix of street-names exercises a strong influence over them. For 
this reason, even though it contains some seven hundred pubs, the 
Greater Dublin area has been excluded from consideration here, but it 
will be the target of a separate study later. Similarly, most of the larger 
urban centres (Belfast, Cork, Derry, Waterford, Galway, Drogheda 
and Dundalk) have been avoided, though Limerick has been included 
in order to maintain some urban input. Because the large number of 
pubs in this island would have rendered the study unwieldy, it was 
decided to concentrate on an arbitrarily-selected sample consisting of 
the pub 'population' of two counties in each province—Leitrim and 
Roscommon in Connaught, Cavan and Down in Ulster, Laois and 
Longford in Leinster, and Clare and Limerick in Munster (Fig. 1, 
p. 73). Pub numbers are unstable due to the closure of uneconomic 
concerns, to the opening of new establishments,' and to the law 

It is difficult to estimate how many. Walsh, referring to the population 
aged fifteen and over, implies a figure of 43% for 1974, though this was 
declining fairly rapidly: Brendan M. Walsh, Drinking in Ireland (The 
Economic and Social Research Institute, Dublin, 1980), p. 22. 
2  Population growth is very uneven in Ireland. Decline is common in many 


