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century fashions in Scandinavian personal names in England: the set of 
personal names found in the place-names appears to be significantly 
different from the Domesday set, presumably because it is significantly 
earlier.' 

This argument remains attractive until we look at some of the work 
done on the Scandinavian personal nomenclature of parts of England. 
The magisterial collections of material by Fellows-Jensen, for Yorkshire 
and Lincolnshire,' and by John Insley, for Norfolk," indicate 
something of the range of Old Norse names in use in the Middle Ages. 
The richness of the tradition is extraordinary. More than half of the 
Scandinavian names borne by twelfth- and thirteenth-century inhabitants 
of Yorkshire and Lincolnshire are not found in Domesday Book 
either.' It does not seem likely that all these names were introduced 
from Scandinavia, or coined in England, in the post-Conquest period 
(though some may have been). Instead, the material surely indicates 
something of Domesday's limitations: however many eleventh-century 

9  K. Cameron, 'Scandinavian settlement in the territory of the Five Boroughs: 
the place-name evidence part III, the Grimston-hybrids', in England Before the 
Conquest, edited by P. Clemoes and K. Hughes (Cambridge, 1971), 
pp. 147-63, reprinted in Place-Name Evidence for the Anglo-Saxon Invasion and 
Scandinavian Settlements, edited by K. Cameron (Nottingham, 1975), 
pp. 157-71 (pp. 160-61). 
I°  G. Fellows Jensen, Scandinavian Personal Names in Lincolnshire and 
Yorkshire, Navnestudier udgivet af Institut for Navneforskning, 7 (Copenhagen, 
1968). 
" J. Insley, Scandinavian Personal Names in Norfolk. A Survey Based on 
Medieval Records and Place-Names, Acta Academiae Regiae Gustavi Adolphi, 
62 (Uppsala, 1994). 
12  Of 316 different Scandinavian names borne by twelfth- and thirteenth-century 
people, I calculate that 178 (56%) are not found in Domesday Book. Fellows-
Jensen herself, counting a wider range of material, including personal names 
recorded in field-names, produced comparable figures: the various totals she 
gives (Scandinavian Personal Names in Lincolnshire and Yorkshire, 
pp. LIII-LVII) indicate that of 542 names in total, 278 (51%) are not found in 
or before 1066. I have not analysed Insley's Norfolk material, but it is easy also 
to find many late-recorded names here which are otherwise rare or unknown in 
England. 

Norse names it lists, this kind of richness in later centuries suggests that 
many more must have gone unrecorded.' So the absence of personal 
names from the Domesday record cannot be regarded as a simple 
criterion that a group of place-names is likely to be early.' In this case, 
I would argue, the evidence of Domesday Book is not very helpful. 

Another argument for relatively early date proves to be more 
satisfactory, however. This concerns only the huge group of by-names, 
and it relates to their language. Old Norse, of course—Old Norse to a 
remarkably high degree. Fig. 1 shows some totals compiled by Cameron 
and Fellows-Jensen.' In the east Midlands the two scholars count rather 
differently, and it is more or less safe to take Cameron's figures as a 
maximum, and Fellows-Jensen's as a minimum.' In either case, the 

13  The point has not gone unnoticed: e.g. G. Fellows-Jensen, Place-names and 
settlements: some problems of dating as exemplified by place-names in -by', 
Nomina, 8 (1984), 29-39 (pp. 32-33). 
14  This is not to deny that the variety of personal names in place-names could be 
a more complex indicator of early date. If the personal names are unparalleled 
in the range of later records, and if they are of unusual types, this may well be 
a reasonable deduction. These points have also been recognised before: Sir 
Frank Stenton, for example, produced a nuanced discussion along these lines 
sixty years ago, 'The historical bearing of place-name studies: the Danish settle-
ment of eastern England', Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 4th 
series, 24 (1942), 1-24 (pp. 16-22). 
15  They are derived from the figures and summary interpretations given in: (1) 
K. Cameron, Scandinavian Settlement in the Territory of the Five Boroughs: the 
Place-Name Evidence (Nottingham, 1965), reprinted in Place-Name Evidence, 
edited by Cameron, pp. 115-38 (pp. 118-19); (2) G. Fellows Jensen, Scand-
inavian Settlement Names in the East Midlands, Navnestudier udgivet af Institut 
for Navneforskning, 16 (Copenhagen, 1978), pp. 15-27; (3) G. Fellows Jensen, 
Scandinavian Settlement Names in Yorkshire, Navnestudier udgivet af Institut for 
Navneforskning, 11 (Copenhagen, 1972), pp. 9-16. 
16  These and similar figures are analysed in more detail in the forthcoming 
article (see n. 8). It should be noted that Fellows-Jensen has suggested signifi-
cant revisions to her Yorkshire figures, reducing the proportion of personal 
names to a minimum of 45% (though not much changing the overall balance 
between the languages): G. Fellows Jensen, 'Personal name or appellative? A 
new look at some Danelaw place-names', Onoma, 19 (1975), 445-58 (p. 447). 
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demonstrate  that  this  is  not  the  case.  
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