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A journey into bog and moor

BELTON, PRINTER, GAMNSBOROUGH.




On our journey today we will...

1.  Explore background and
research aims.

2. Demonstrate evidence of
watery landscape from place-
names.

3.  Ask how the past can help
manage future challenges.




Isle of Axholme - background

* The only part of
Lincolnshire west of the

Welcome to River Trent.
NORTH

“1 LINCOLNSHIRE
ISLE OF AXHOLME * Originally bounded by the

™ River Don, RiverTorne,
\ River Trent and River Idle.
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Cad e v b et

* Axholme is defined as ‘the
island by Haxey’, from Old
. Norse holmr‘island, water-
2 meadow’.
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So Nature, the cleere Trent doth fortunatly lay,

To ward me on the West, though farther | extend,

And in my larger bounds doe largely comprehend

Full Axholme, (which those neere, the fertile doe instile)
Which Idle, Don, and Trent, imbracing make an Isle.

Drayton, Poly-Olbion, Part 2, Song 25, p.112, lines 324-328
(1622)

olbion.exeter.ac.uk/the-text

The map is courtesy of the

Folger Shakespeare Library

(CCBY-NC3.0)

http://poly-



http://luna.folger.edu/luna/servlet/detail/FOLGERCM1~6~6~197465~112030:-Poly-Olbion--Part-1--Poly-Olbion-b?qvq=w4s:/what/%5bPoly-Olbion.%20Part%201%5d%20Poly-Olbion%20by%20Michaell%C2%B7%20Drayton%20Esqr:;lc:FOLGERCM1~6~6,BINDINGS~1~1&mi=0&trs=9
http://luna.folger.edu/luna/servlet/detail/FOLGERCM1~6~6~197465~112030:-Poly-Olbion--Part-1--Poly-Olbion-b?qvq=w4s:/what/%5bPoly-Olbion.%20Part%201%5d%20Poly-Olbion%20by%20Michaell%C2%B7%20Drayton%20Esqr:;lc:FOLGERCM1~6~6,BINDINGS~1~1&mi=0&trs=9
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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Aims of my research

1. Discover what place-names in the Isle of
Axholme can tell us.

2. Collect historical forms.

3. Benefit the local community and

environmental agencies.
4. Provide material for a publishable volume of

the English Place-Name Society.
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Evidence of watery landscape

ON ey ‘island’ - Haxey
ME flasshe ‘swamp’ - Flash Close
ON kjarr '‘brushwood, marsh' - Thatch Carr Bank




* ON myrr ‘swamp’ - Paddock Mire
* OE sloh '‘bog, marsh’ - Slough Close
* OE snaep ‘a boggy piece of land’ - Snape Paddocks




Plants in the watery landscape

OE hreod ‘reed, rush’ - Reeds Lane
ON storr ‘'sedge, bent grass’ - Star Carr
OE secqg ‘'sedge, reed, rush’ - Sedge Hole Close




ME galil ‘bog myrtle’ - The Gales

I

‘heather

ON lyng




Li Dial rate from ME retten ‘to soak (flax, hemp)’ —
The Rates

OE haenep ‘land on which hemp was grown or stored’
Hempland (recurrent)

OE lin ‘flax’- Lincroft

Wit .



Landscape management

OE dic ‘ditch’ - Common Dyke
ME drein ‘drain’ - Engine Drain

ME seuer ‘trench or ditch used for drainage’ - Snow
Sewer




ME turbarie ‘a place where peat is dug’ - Epworth
Turbary, Haxey Turbary
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Modern English warp ‘to cover (land), by natural or
artificial flooding, with a deposit of alluvial soil’ -

North Moor Warping Drain




Current conundrum: what is a '‘beave’?

* Not listed in Oxford English Dictionary.

* Mentioned several times in the 1803 Haxey
Inclosure Award:

One other Private Carriage and Drift Road of various breadths
called North Beaves Road beginning at the New Idle Bank at the
north corner of a Beave belonging to William Bradbury and thence
extending in a southward direction between the Main Drain and 0ld
Idle Beaves (crossing the Doncaster Road) to Snow Sewer

One other Private Carriage and Drift Road of the breadth of
sixteen feet called Guelphs Road beginning at the New Idle Bank
and thence extending over the late Commons in a westward
direction and on the north side of an Allotment No0.427 made to
Thomas Wright to a Beave at 0ld Idle




Current conundrum: what is a '‘beave’?

* 1841 court roll from the Manor of Epworth: 'parcels of
meadow or pasture called a Beave or Fishing, in Epworth’.

* Court of Sewers at Blyth 1756: ‘remove all ye Beeves,
Sand Beds, and all other impediments and obstructions...
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How does what we know of the past help

manage future challenges?

Research supports the Environment Agency
strategy for Axholme, focusing on sustainability
and making spaces for water.




Provides knowledge of the relationship between the
nast and possible changes back to a more watery

andscape in the future...
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http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/

Wider context - community

| HERITAGE
Isle OfAXhOlme LINCOLNSHIRE
& Hatfield Chase

LANDSCAPE PARTNERSHIP




Hope you enjoyed the journey.
Thanks for listening!
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