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• Database Mark 1 in FOXPRO

• Based on Carmarthenshire 
Place-Name Database

• Designed and constructed by 
Terry James in collaboration with 
Simon Taylor

• Funded by St Andews Scottish 
Studies Institure

• Late 1990s

• Database Mark 2 in ACCESS

• Based on Mark 1

• Constructed by Ed Dee in 

collaboration with Simon Taylor

• Funded by the Carnegie Trust

• Early 2000s

THE EVOLUTION OF THE 

SCOTTISH PLACE-NAME 

DATABASE



• Database Mark 3 in MySQL

• Based on Mark 2

• Constructed by Brian Aitken

• Funded by the Leverhulme as 

part of the Recovering the 

Earliest English Place-Names in 

Scotland project.

• 2016-2019

Carole Hough

Simon Taylor

Eila Williamson

Brian Aitken

Dàibhidh Grannd

CONTENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

Database Mark 3
MySQL is the underlying database with a 
user interface built on top of it. In the 
earlier databases (Mark 1 and Mark 2) the 
user interface was part of FoxPro and 
Access but for the current one (Mark 3) the 
user interface is the browser-based content 
management system, API and front-end and 
these were written in PHP / HTML / 
JavaScript.

Brian Aitken

Content Management System



The Berwickshire Place-Name Resource (glasgow.ac.uk)

Front end of Database Mark 3

Public interface

https://berwickshire-placenames.glasgow.ac.uk/


PLACE-NAME DATABASES MARK 3 ONLINE
BERWICKSHIRE PLACE-NAME RESOURCE (BERWICKSHIRE - all)

PLACE-NAMES OF THE GALLOWAY GLENS (KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE - part)

PLACE-NAME DATABASES MARK 3 UNDER DEVELOPMENT
AINMEANNAN-ÀITE MHUILE IS ULBHA/PLACE-NAMES OF MULL AND ULVA 

(ARGYLL - part)

PLACE-NAMES OF THE COALFIELD COMMUNITIES (AYRSHIRE - part)

COMPARATIVE KINGSHIP: THE EARLY MEDIEVAL KINGDOMS OF NORTHERN 

BRITAIN AND IRELAND: PLACE-NAME SURVEY

RHYNIE AND ENVIRONS (ABERDEENSHIRE - part)

BURGHEAD AND ENVIRONS (MORAY - part)

ALSO

CASHEL (TIPPERARY) AND DUNSEVERICK (ANTRIM) (IRELAND – part!)

BILINGUAL (ENGLISH AND SCOTTISH GAELIC/ENGLISH AND IRISH)

IONA’S NAMESCAPE: PLACE-NAMES AND THEIR DYNAMICS IN IONA AND ITS 

ENVIRONS (ARGYLL - part)

ALSO ONLINE: SAINTS IN SCOTTISH PLACE-NAMES (SCOTLAND - all)



Place-Names of the Galloway Glens (glasgow.ac.uk)

GILBERT MÁRKUS with Thomas Clancy and Simon Taylor

Systems Developer: Brian Aitken

https://kcb-placenames.glasgow.ac.uk/


Dr Alasdair Whyte, LKAS (Lord Kelvin and Adam Smith) 

Research Fellow in Celtic Onomastics, University of Glasgow

BILINGUAL 

ENGLISH/SCOTTISH GAELIC

Systems Developer Brian Aitken



Place-Names of the 

Coalfield Communities

Eila Williamson with Thomas Clancy and Simon Taylor

Systems Developer: Brian Aitken

Kyle

AYRSHIRE



Principal Investigator

Professor Gordon Noble, 

University of Aberdeen

Project Directors
•Dr. Tim Mighall, University of 
Aberdeen
•Dr. Patrick Gleeson, Queens 
University Belfast
•Dr. Derek Hamilton, SUERC, 
University of Glasgow

Historical and Place-
Name Researcher
Dr Nicholas Evans
(with Simon Taylor)

http://pure.qub.ac.uk/portal/en/persons/patrick-gleeson(40c8f062-1ab7-4e14-bbba-5bc55e2f3f3a).html
https://www.gla.ac.uk/research/az/suerc/staff/hamiltonderek/


Ainm-thìr Idhe: ainmean-àite agus an 

dinimigeachd ann an Idhe agus a àrainn

Iona’s Namescape: place-names and their 

dynamics in Iona and its environs

Iona’s Namescape – Place-names and their dynamics in Iona and its environs 

(glasgow.ac.uk)

https://iona-placenames.glasgow.ac.uk/


Ainm-thìr Idhe: ainmean-àite & an dinimigeachd ann an Idhe & a àrainn

Iona’s Namescape: place-names and their dynamics in Iona and its environs

Project Team:

Principal Investigator: Thomas Owen Clancy

Co-Investigators: Katherine Forsyth and Alasdair Whyte

Researchers: E. Mairi MacArthur and Gilbert Márkus

Systems Developer: Brian Aitken

Partners: National Trust for Scotland           Historic Environment 

Scotland



Project team: Thomas Clancy, Rachael Butter, Gilbert Márkus, Matthew Barr

Saints in Scottish Place-Names - Home (gla.ac.uk)

https://saintsplaces.gla.ac.uk/index.php


SURVEY OF SCOTTISH 

PLACE-NAMES

SURVEANCE O THE PLACE-

NAMES O SCOTLAND

SUIRBHIDH AINMEAN-ÀITE NA

H-ALBA



Publisher:

Shaun Tyas

2006

2008

2009

2010

2012

2012

2017

THE SURVEY OF SCOTTISH PLACE-NAMES

SURVEANCE O THE PLACE-NAMES O

SCOTLAND

SUIRBHIDH AINMEAN-ÀITE NA H-ALBA

2020



In the pipe-line are:

The Place-Names of Berwickshire Vol. 1,

The Place-Names of Iona and Staffa (Argyll)

The Place-Names of Kirkcudbrightshire Vol. 1

The Place-Names of Lanarkshire Vol. 1

The Place-Names of Mull and Ulva/Ainmeannan-

àiteMhuile is Ulbha (Argyll)

The Place-Names of Perthshire Vol. 1 (Menteith).

THE SURVEY OF SCOTTISH PLACE-
NAMES

SURVEANCE O THE PLACE-NAMES O

SCOTLAND

SUIRBHIDH AINMEAN-ÀITE NA H-
ALBA



Coming soon to a website near you …

COMING SOON TO A WEBSITE NEAR YOU



JSNS
Volumes 1-13

The Journal of Scottish 

Name Studies: Contents 

(clanntuirc.co.uk)

Ed. Simon Taylor and 

Richard Cox

Volume 14 (2020)

Guest Ed. Sarah Künzler
with Simon Taylor

Volumes 15 > 
Ed. Thomas Clancy and 
Maggie Scott
The Journal of Scottish 

Name Studies 

(glasgow.ac.uk)
2007

http://www.clanntuirc.co.uk/JSNS/contents.html
https://clog.glasgow.ac.uk/ojs/index.php/JSNS/index


Ainmean-Àite na h-Alba (AÀA) – Gaelic Place-names of Scotland (ainmean-

aite.scot)

https://www.ainmean-aite.scot/


Ainmean-Àite na h-Alba/Gaelic Place-Names of 

Scotland

The purpose of Ainmean-Àite na h-Alba is to: 

•determine authoritative forms of Gaelic place-

names across Scotland with reference to both 

research into historical forms and consolidation 

of current usage 

•apply consistent orthography of Gaelic in place-

names 

•to encourage the adoption of these forms of 

Gaelic place-names 

Funded by the Scottish Government through 

Bòrd na Gàidhlig



ORDNANCE SURVEY OBJECT NAME BOOKS

• Scotland’s Ordnance Survey Name 

Books are hosted on

http://www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/

• Free access: images of the original + 

transcriptions done by crowd sourcing

http://www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/


National Library of Scotland - Map Images (nls.uk)

https://maps.nls.uk/


Welcome to Canmore | Canmore

https://canmore.org.uk/


ScotlandsPlaces

https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/


COGNITIVE TOPONYMY

Project 2014-2016 (Royal Society of Edinburgh funded)

‘The project draws on evidence from Scotland and Denmark to 

investigate how human beings conceptualize place …’ Various 

disciplines involved including psychology.

See Burns, Alison, Hough, Carole and Simmons, David, N.D., ‘An 

Experiment in Public Engagement with the Cognitive Toponymy 

Project’, University of Glasgow e-prints online at 122324.pdf 

(gla.ac.uk)

NEW DIRECTIONS
Sarah Künzler, ’Once Upon A Place-name: Diversifying Approaches To 

Onomastics In Scotland’, Journal of Scottish Name Studies14 (2020), 1-15.

View of Once Upon a Place-Name (glasgow.ac.uk)

https://clog.glasgow.ac.uk/ojs/index.php/JSNS/article/view/60/98


SPNS The Scottish 

Place-Name Society / 

Comann Ainmean-

Àite na h-Alba

Twitter: 

@Scotplacenames

Instagram:

@scotplacenames

Scottish Place-names / Ainmean-àite na h-

Alba on Facebook (not affiliated with Ainmean

Àite na h-Alba organisation or the Scottish Place-

Name Society.)

Ainmean Àite na h-

Alba

Twitter: @ainmeanaite 

Slide by Sofia Evemalm Graham
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